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SMA offers a unique solution to achieve superior economics in ground-mount projects with 480 VAC 

interconnections 

Innovative PEAK3 125 kW is the industry’s first and only 1,500 VDC inverter with direct 480 VAC output  

ROCKLIN, Calif., March 24 – SMA America announces the Sunny Highpower PEAK3 125 kW as an 

ideal solution for ground mount projects with 480 VAC interconnection. This solution is the only 

1,500 VDC inverter that can connect to the grid at 480 VAC without an additional transformer. The 

PEAK3 125 kW is most applicable in community solar, agricultural aggregate metering and other 

large distributed generation projects.   

 “This solution was strategically designed to address a growing need for reduced installation and operational 

costs,” said Chuck Ellis, vice president of sales for SMA America. “The Sunny Highpower PEAK3 delivers the 

highest energy production and offers valuable cost savings for all large-scale ground mount PV systems.” 

For PV system developers and integrators, designing plants with PEAK3 and SMA's centralized, modular system 

architecture reduces balance of system costs, and speeds installation and commissioning. Unlike other 1,500 

VDC inverters, the PEAK3 125 kW with 480 VAC output requires no additional stepdown transformer to 

interconnect with 480 VAC services. Compared with 1,000 VDC string inverters that have traditionally been 

used in systems with 480 VAC interconnections, PEAK3 offers significant savings in both inverter and installation 

costs. 

For PV system owners, the PEAK3 delivers the highest energy production when compared either to other 1,500 

VDC or 1,000 VDC string inverters by eliminating the need for an additional step-down transformer and by 

reducing line losses throughout the system. Using fewer transformers and inverters reduces lifetime service costs 

by limiting potential points of failure, while the centralized, modular plant architecture simplifies operations and 

maintenance (O&M) further reducing costs.  

SMA also offers the PEAK3 150kW with 600 VAC output for even greater cost savings in large-scale PV plants 

with medium voltage interconnections. Project owners are encouraged to speak with an SMA sales 

representative to determine which solution is best for their specific requirements. 

 

About SMA 

As a leading global specialist in photovoltaic system technology, the SMA Group is setting the standards today 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

for the decentralized and renewable energy supply of tomorrow. SMA’s portfolio contains a wide range of 

efficient PV inverters, holistic system solutions for PV systems of all power classes, intelligent energy management 

systems and battery-storage solutions as well as complete solutions for PV diesel hybrid applications. Digital 

energy services as well as extensive services up to and including operation and maintenance services for PV 

power plants round off SMA’s range. SMA inverters with a total output of around 85 gigawatts have been 

installed in more than 190 countries worldwide. SMA’s multi-award-winning technology is protected by more 

than 1,500 patents and utility models. Since 2008, the Group’s parent company, SMA Solar Technology AG, 

has been listed on the Prime Standard of the Frankfurt Stock Exchange (S92) and is listed in the SDAX index. 
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Disclaimer: 

This press release serves only as information and does not constitute an offer or invitation to subscribe to, 

acquire, hold or sell any securities of SMA Solar Technology AG (the “Company”) or any present or future 

subsidiary of the Company (together with the Company, the “SMA Group”), nor should it form the basis of, or 

be relied upon in connection with, any contract to purchase or subscribe to any securities in the Company or 

any member of the SMA Group or commitment whatsoever. Securities may not be offered or sold in the United 

States of America absent registration or an exemption from registration under the U.S. Securities Act of 1933, 

as amended. 

 

This press release may contain future-oriented statements. Future-oriented statements are statements that do not 

describe facts of the past. They also include statements about our assumptions and expectations. These 

statements are based on plans, estimations and forecasts that the Managing Board of SMA Solar Technology 

AG (“SMA” or “company”) currently has available. Future-oriented statements are therefore only valid on the 

day on which they are made. By nature, future-oriented statements contain risks and elements of uncertainty. 

Various known and unknown risks, uncertainties, and other factors can lead to considerable differences 
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between the actual results, the financial position, the development or the performance of the corporation, and 

the estimates given here. These factors include those that SMA has discussed in published reports. Such reports 

are available on the SMA website at www.SMA.de. The company accepts no obligation whatsoever to update 

these future-oriented statements or to adjust them to future events or developments.       # # #  
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