
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SMA America Celebrates 20th Anniversary of Pioneering Solar Technology  

ROCKLIN, Calif., November 12, 2020 – This year marks the 20th Anniversary for SMA America. German-

based SMA Solar Technology has been in business since 1981, expanding into the United States two decades 

ago. Over that time, SMA America has established itself as an industry pioneer in solar technology and 

photovoltaic inverters for clients and partners. 

Founded in a small town in California’s Sierra Nevada foothills, SMA America has achieved key milestones 

while ushering in a new era of alternative energy. Highlights of these milestones include a cumulative 13.6 GW 

of energy produced via central inverters, and almost 6 GW across residential and commercial string inverters. 

The company also claims and 4.5 GW of O&M and service contracts in its portfolio.    

“We’re very proud of the impact we’ve created over the last 20 years as solar pioneers,” said Charles Ellis, vice 

president of sales and marketing with SMA America. “It’s been a privilege to take part in so many projects and 

deliver cutting-edge technology that has served both communities and the environment.”  

To celebrate its history, SMA is running a campaign that will honor customers who have themselves blazed new 

trails using solar power. The PV Pioneers contest aims to not only recognize early adopters who helped lead the 

shift to sustainable energy but also, celebrate the mutual success between the company and its customers.  

Through December 31, 2020, anyone who installed an SMA PV or battery inverter at least 15 years ago and 

whose PV system is still running today is eligible to participate. Entry is simple. Entrants must post a photo of 

themselves and their SMA inverters, along with any key information, on social media using the hashtag 

#PVPioneers. Entrants can also email submissions to SMA (pvpioneers@SMA.de). SMA will then upload the 

submitted pictures to a social wall that can be viewed on the SMA website. A jury will decide on and select 

what it considers the 15 most impressive posts, and winners will receive an exclusive outdoor Solar Explorer 

Pack from SMA. 

With the anniversary celebrations, including the contest, SMA expressed its aim to thank those who have 

contributed to SMA’s success. “We wouldn’t have reached this milestone without the support of our customers 

and the ways they’ve innovated using our products,” said Ellis. “From what we've experienced over the last 20 

years, we are really excited for the years to come.” 

https://www.sma.de/en/pvpioneers.html
mailto:pvpioneers@SMA.de


 
 
 
 
 
 

Click here to view the Terms of Participation for the PV Pioneers contest. 

About SMA 

As a leading global specialist in photovoltaic system technology, the SMA Group is setting the 

standards today for the decentralized and renewable energy supply of tomorrow. SMA’s portfolio 

contains a wide range of efficient PV inverters, holistic system solutions for PV systems of all power 

classes, intelligent energy management systems and battery-storage solutions as well as complete 

solutions for PV diesel hybrid applications. Digital energy services as well as extensive services up to 

and including operation and maintenance services for PV power plants round off SMA’s range. SMA 

inverters with a total output of around 85 gigawatts have been installed in more than 190 countries 

worldwide. SMA’s multi-award-winning technology is protected by more than 1,500 patents and utility 

models. Since 2008, the Group’s parent company, SMA Solar Technology AG, has been listed on the 

Prime Standard of the Frankfurt Stock Exchange (S92) and is listed in the SDAX index. 
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Disclaimer 

This press release serves only as information and does not constitute an offer or invitation to subscribe 

for, acquire, hold or sell any securities of SMA Solar Technology AG (the “Company”) or any present 

or future subsidiary of the Company (together with the Company, the “SMA Group”) nor should it 

form the basis of, or be relied upon in connection with, any contract to purchase or subscribe for any 

securities in the Company or any member of the SMA Group or commitment whatsoever. Securities 

may not be offered or sold in the United States of America absent registration or an exemption from 

registration under the U.S. Securities Act of 1933, as amended. 

This press release can contain future-oriented statements. Future-oriented statements are statements 

which do not describe facts of the past. They also include statements about our assumptions and 

expectations. These statements are based on plans, estimations and forecasts which the Managing 

Board of SMA Solar Technology AG (SMA or company) has available at this time. Future-oriented 

statements are therefore only valid on the day on which they are made. Future-oriented statements 

by nature contain risks and elements of uncertainty. Various known and unknown risks, 

https://www.sma.de/fileadmin/content/global/specials/PVPioneer/docs/PVPioneers-SMA-Conditions-Participation.pdf
mailto:Trish.Moratto@SMA-America.com
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uncertainties and other factors can lead to considerable differences between the actual results, 

the financial position, the development or the performance of the corporation and the 

estimates given here. These factors include those which SMA has discussed in published 

reports. These reports are available on the SMA website at www.SMA.de. The company accepts 

no obligation whatsoever to update these future-oriented statements or to adjust them to 

future events or developments. 
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